Transient thrombocytopenia with large platelets in Kawasaki disease.
Kawasaki disease (KD) is a multisystem disorder of unknown origin and usually associated with thrombocytosis. The authors describe a case of KD exhibiting thrombocytopenia with markedly large platelets. Among the 173 KD cases, 3 cases exhibited thrombocytopenia. One of these showed cardiac involvement with giant aneurysm of the coronary artery (33%), while only 1 of the remaining 170 cases exhibited cardiac involvement without thrombocytopenia (0.6%). The authors believe that it is important for clinicians to be aware that thrombocytopenia may occur during the course of KD and that this may be a more active condition when compared with thrombocytosis.